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STUDENT AND PARENT
Teaching and Learning Bulletin
No. 6
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Welcome to the sixth and final Teaching and Learning bulletin for students and parents in this academic year.
The aim is to inform you once a term of the techniques that the teachers at PHSG are using in their lessons and the revision/memory strategies that we are encouraging the students to use in order to learn and recall information and methods that we teach them every day.
In this issue I will share with you:
1. Knowledge Banks

For more information about PHSG and Thinking click here : Plymouth High School for Girls - Thinking Schools Academy Trust (phsg.org)


Knowledge Banks
For students to succeed in a particular area, they must have a foundation of factual knowledge, understand those facts in the context of a conceptual framework and organise knowledge in order to facilitate retrieval and application (Bransford et al, 2000)
A knowledge bank is the information in the curriculum summarised into an accessible framework - it does not replace the curriculum but secures access to it. 
Retrieval practice is bringing knowledge to mind from memory. Using knowledge banks to make clear to our students what the most important information in our subject is gives us a real opportunity to repeatedly and actively retrieve this information. The outcome will then be automatised knowledge and will therefore give more capacity in working memory to focus on other elements of the task.
Using a Knowledge Organiser Template allows students to make links, which allows information to move into their long-term memory. For teachers, the knowledge organiser serves as a powerful knowledge tool that provides supports while teaching a lesson.
What are knowledge organisers? 
Knowledge organisers contain essential, fundamental knowledge that students MUST know in order to be successful in Year 7 and subsequent years. They will help students to recap, revisit and revise what they have learnt in lessons, enabling them to move the knowledge from their short-term memory to their long-term memory. Knowledge organisers are designed to help students learn a wide range of knowledge which in turn will mean that they are more prepared for lessons as well as assessment that they will sit in the future. 
Why use Knowledge Banks?
Working memory is slow and what we want is for students to be able to recall key information and methods quickly so that in an examination they can focus on how to answer the question to the best of their abilities without having to recall key facts, dates, people, quotes, formulae etc
Learning often contains misconceptions—inaccurate or incomplete information—that are highly resistant to change because existing knowledge networks must be restructured to accommodate counterintuitive information in a process known as conceptual change. 
How can I access the knowledge organisers? 
Each subject area has created a knowledge organiser for the topics that students will cover over the year. These will be given out in paper format but will also be available on TEAMS. It is really important that students keep all of their knowledge organisers somewhere safe, because the knowledge required in Year 7 will also be needed in Years 8-11. 
How will the knowledge organisers be used? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will use their knowledge organisers in lessons, but they will mainly use them to assist with their homework tasks and preparation for assessments. Most of the time, teachers could give specific tasks focused around the knowledge organiser for class and homework. They will be very useful in developing student’s confidence at home with topics that have been covered in class. 
Examples of Knowledge Banks
Geography
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Art
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English
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[image: ]
Homework tasks will be set where students are asked to learn and self-test using the knowledge banks. 
· Can they rewrite them? 
· Can they cover up sections of the knowledge banks and recall the content by self-testing?
· Can they answer questions set on Carousel based on the knowledge bank content?



How to use a knowledge bank – a practical guide for students
	
	Look, Cover, Write and Check
	Definitions to key words
	Flash cards
	Self- Quizzing
	Thinking maps
	Paired Retrieval

	STEP1
	Look at and study a specific area of the knowledge organiser
	Write down the key words and definitions

[image: Paper And Pen Clipart Free | Free clip art, Paper clip art, Clip art]

	Use the knowledge organiser to condense and write down key facts and information onto flash cards
	Use your knowledge organiser to create mini quizzes. Write down questions using your knowledge organiser
	Create a thinking map with all the information you can remember from your organiser.
[image: Thinking maps in primary school - Teachwire]
	Ask a friend or family member to quiz you

[image: high school students reading clipart - Clip Art Library]

	STEP 2
	Cover or flip the knowledge organiser over and write down everything that you can remember
	Try not to use your knowledge organiser to help you
	Add pictures to support you -dual coding. Then self-quiz using your flash cards.

[image: ]
	Answer the questions and remember to use full sentences
	Check your knowledge organiser to see if there were any mistakes with the information you have made
	They can test you by asking you questions on different sections of the knowledge organiser

	STEP 3
	Check what you have written down, Correct any mistakes in a different colour.
[image: checklist Check clipart task pencil and in color check png - Clipartix]
	Use a different colour to check your work.
	Use a friend or family member to help quiz you.
	Use a friend or family member to help quiz you.
	Try to make connections that links information together.
[image: RATL 1 | Lesson 1 | Making Connections – MDTP Modules]
	Write your answers down
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“The Great Outdoors”

In this project you have seen how artists (since the 1900’s) have pushed their artwork to
go beyond the reality captured by a photograph. These artists explored how they could
use the ‘Formal Elements of Art’ to better communicate emotion and mood.

Artist Art style/ Medium/ Technique/ Artist Student
movement media Focus example example
Kurt & o “Mixed tonal *Mark-making
xpressionism ixed tonal
Jackson media - chalk, | *Selecting
*Contemporary | charcoal, medialtools
graphite appropriate for
purpose
Claude . o N *Ic{en}ifying and
Oscar Impressionism | *Oil Pastels building up colours

Monet *Mark making and

gestures
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A Christmas Carol Knowledge Organiser

Events Context
Preface | 1. Charles Dickens write a note to his readers to explain that he wants to introduce an Dickens’ | 1. Charles Dickens was born on February 7, 1812 in Hampshire into a middl
entertaining idea to them. Life 2. His dad was imprisoned for debt leading to poverty for the family.
Stave 1. Introduced to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve. He is a lonely miser obsessed with 3. Charles was put to work at Warren's Blacking Factory.
One money. He won't pay to heat the office properly — meaning Bob Cratchit is very cold 4. Dickens found employment as an office boy at an attorneys.
2. We learn Jacob Marley, Scrooge's business partner, died exactly 7 years earlier. 5. AChristmas Carol was written in 1843
3. Scrooge s iritated that Christmas Day seems to be interrupting his business. Scrooge is [“industrial | 1. From 1780 faciory owners in Biitain began (0 Use coal-fred steam engine
visited by Revolution factories, bringing great fortune
his nephew Fred, who invites his uncle to Christmas dinner. Scrooge refuses. 2. Transition from traditional farming methods to machinery led to Industrial
4. Scrooge is visited by two charity workers, asking for donations. Scrooge refuses and 3. People flocked from the countryside to the ciies. London's population bef
exclaims he wants to be left alone million to 6 million people.
5. Scrooge allows Bob to have Christmas Day off. 4. This led to over-crowding and hunger, disease and crime. There were no
6. Scrooge, when he is home, is visited by the Ghost of Jacob Marley — warning him he will systems. Many families had to share one tap / toilet. Children suffered th
be visited by three more ghosts to help him change his ways. factory owners who forced them to work long hours in dangerous conditior
Stave 1. Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas Past who takes him to witness his past Malthus 1. 1798, Thomas Malthus wrote that the human population would grow faste
Two 2. Scrooge is taken first to his schoolboy years and he is reminded how his friends would go | and the famines and death. Malthus believed poverty was the result of overpopul
home from Christmas while he was left at school PoorLaws | 2. Malthus believed people should families in later life and not have too man
3. We see him with his sister, who one year took him home for the holidays. children
4. Nextwe are shown Scrooge as a young apprentice, working for Fezziwig. Dickens 3. Dickens believed Malthus was wrong. He believed there was plenty of fot
describes the Christmas ball Fezziwig organised for his employees. fich were more generous. Dickens felt it wrong the poor should suffer bec
5. Finally, Scrooge is taken to see his ex-fiancée, Belle. We see the scene when they break share their wealth.
up, as money has taken over Scrooge's life. 4. Malthus thought existing poor laws in Britain were too charitable. Poverty
6. Scrooge cannot bear to see any more and struggles with the spirit laziness in the poor and reduced the incentive to work hard and save mor
Stave 1. Scrooge is then visited by the Ghost of Christmas Present 5. 1834 a new Poor Law was introduced to reduce the financial help availabl
Three | 2. The spirit shows Scrooge how the Cratchit family celebrate Christmas. Scrooge asked if all unemployed people would have to enter a workhouse in order to receiy
Tiny Tim willlife. The spirit explain unless there are changes, he will die. The spirit in workhouses were unpleasant to discourage the poor from relying on so
reminds Scrooge of his earlier words: If he s to die, he had better do it, and decrease the [ Charity 6 Industrial revolution led to a gap batween the rich and poor with many strt
surplus population’ generosity of those better off than themselves.
3 Scrooge is then taken to see how others celebrate Christmas: miners. liahthouse L e e e (ad
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future generations also can use then.

Water Conservation

This is about reducing the amount

of water used.

*  Collecting rainwater for
gardens and flushing toilets.

* Installing water meters and
toilets that flush less water.

*  Educating people on using less
water.

Creating Green Space

Creating green spaces in urban

areas can improve places for

people who want to live there.

= Provide natural cooler areas for
people to relaxin.

= Encourages people to exercise.

*  Reduces the risk of flooding
from surface runoff.

Lnit 2a

Energy Conservation ‘

Using less fossil fuels can reduce
the rate of climate change.
*  Promoting renewable energy

sources.

* Making homes more energy
efficient.

*  Encouraging people to use
energy.

Waste Recycling ‘

More recycling means fewer
resources are used. Less waste
reduces the amount that
eventually goes to landfill.
* Collection of household waste.
*  More local recycling facilities.
* Greater awareness of the
benefits in recycling.
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Integrated Transpors System

Thisis theliking of ifferent forms of public and private transport within
a city and the surrounding area.

Brownfield sites is an area ofland or premises that has been previously
used, but has subsequently become vacant, deralictor contaminated.

Enerey Conservation ‘

e reies 9

Urban areas are busy places with many people traveling by diffrent’
modes oftransprt, This has caused urban ares to experience diffrent
traffic congestion that can lead t various problems.

Environmental problems
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The investment n the revival of old, urban areas by st improving what
is there or clearing it away and rebui





